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1. Introduction 
 
The “Careful Thinking About God’s Truth” Study Team report has been prepared by the Study 
Commission on Doctrine, a standing committee of the General Conference whose mandate is “to 
provide a forum for the debate and discussion of issues related to doctrine, membership and ritual 
and to serve as the editorial board for The Manual of The Free Methodist Church in Canada.” 
 
 
2. Report on Projects Assigned by the 2005 General 

Conference 
 

• A Job Description for Delegates was received from the 2005 General Conference, 
edited, reformatted, approved by the Board of Administration and inserted in The Manual 
of The Free Methodist Church in Canada as Par 375.5. 

 
• The Affirmations of the Ecclesiology Study Commission, mandated by the 2005 

General Conference and held on May 15-16, 2006, have been formatted and posted on 
the FMCIC website among the position papers.  The document is entitled “Church for 
the 21st Century: Grasping on to the Essentials Allows for Confident Contextualization.” 

 
• Assignment of Resolutions to the 2008 General Conference:   

The following Resolutions were received and processed by SCOD.  They were also 
posted in the General Conference section of the FMCIC website: 
 Resolution #1:  Notifying Local Church Leaders of Change in Personnel 

- Action:   Rejected 
- Rationale:  This is a matter of good leadership etiquette and does not require debate 

or decision. 
 

 Resolution #2:  General Conference Agenda, Priority of Resolution 
- Action:  Referred to the Board of Administration 
- Rationale:  The Board of Administration is responsible for ensuring that the 

Agenda is created for the General Conference. 
 

 Resolution #3:  General Conference to Meet on Weekdays Only 
- Action:  Rejected 
- Rationale:   

1) General Conference is more than business sessions.  The pastoral and lay 
leaders of the FMCIC need to have Sunday together for worship and 
fellowship time as a group. 

2) Lay delegates to the 2005 General Conference asked that the conference be 
moved to a holiday weekend so that they would not have to take more time 
off work to represent their congregations.  This resolution would require that 
they miss 3 days for General Conference, plus two days for travel time for 
those coming from western Canada. 

 
 Resolution #4:  Travel Equalization to be Covered by Core Giving 

- Action:  Referred to the Board of Administration 
- Rationale:  The Board of Administration is responsible for budget matters related 

to the General Conference. 
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 Resolution #5  Creation of a “Resignation from Employment Agreement” 

- Action:  Referred to the Board of Administration 
- Rationale:  Though the National Ministerial Education, Guidance and Placement 

Committee is responsible for revisions to Chapter 8 of The Manual, the Board of 
Administration is responsible for ensuring that the denomination adheres to 
employment standards and labour laws. 

 
 Resolution #6:  Creation of Resource Person for Each Geographic Region of the 

Country 
- Action:  Referred to the Board of Administration 
- Rationale:  Resolution 6 calls for the creation of new positions within the 

administration of the FMCIC and for an increase to its operating budget. 
 
 
3. Additions to The Manual  
 

• Par 712.2 Infant Dedication/Baptism Ritual 
Question 6 was added, deliberately beginning with “And…” to link this question to 
question 5.  The new Question 6 reads: 

“6.  And will you continue to raise your child/children in the fellowship of the church 
so that he/she/they might see and experience what it means to be part of the people of 
God.” 

 
• Par 630.2.9 Abortion 

Par 630.2.9 (Abortion) was changed from:  
“As Christians, we believe that human life, whether in vitro, mature or senile, is sacred 
because life exists in relation to God” to read: 
“As Christians, we believe that human life in all stages is sacred because life exists in 
relation to God.” 

 
• Par 630.4  As Regards the Care of Creation 

This paragraph was added as a new paragraph.  It reads: 
“As Christians we affirm with Scripture that all creation declares the glory of God 
(Psalm 19:1-4).  Since we worship the Creator and believe that Christ’s redeeming work 
‘…reconciles to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven…’ 
(Colossians 1:20), we value creation and participate in activity that restores, protects, and 
respects the earth.  This demonstrates our love for God.” 

 
 

4. Website Resources 
 
The Study Commission on Doctrine is constantly refining and adding new position papers to 
the website.  These position papers can be found in the “Who We Are” section.  A list of the 
papers with a brief description is provided in categories for your information and reference. 
 
Communion 

- Free Methodist Stance on the Lord’s Supper:  A brief discussion and a sermon on 
how Free Methodists view Holy Communion.  
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- Children’s Communion Brochure, Children’s Communion Brochure Leadership 
Guide, Communion Service for Children:  Resources for teaching children about the 
Lord’s Supper 

- Communion Bibliography 
 

Ecclesiology  
- Ecclesiology Affirmations of the FMCIC:  This document contains nine FMCIC 

affirmations that address the missional contextualization of church forms and 
structures that enable ongoing engagement with our changing cultures. 

 
Evangelism 

-  Eastern Thought and the Gospel:  An introduction to resources to help Christ-
followers to speak into the lives of those no longer familiar with traditional Judeo-
Christian concepts or language. 

- Ministry & Evangelism in Contemporary Canadian Society:  A resource to help 
Christians with the question as to how we speak to others about Christ in a 
pluralistic context. 

 
Human Sexuality 

-  Christian Marriage:  A sermon that explores the topic of mutual submission within the 
relational dynamics of marriage. 

- HIV/AIDS - Implications for the Local Church:   A practical study that explores 
biological realities, theological understandings and ministry implications for 
congregations ministering to people with HIV infection and AIDS. 

- Statement on Homosexual Behaviour:  A posting of the FMCIC statement on 
homosexual behaviour from paragraph 630.2.8 in The Manual of The Free Methodist 
Church in Canada. 

- Providing Pastoral Care for Same-Gender-Attracted Individuals:  This is a resource 
provided by the Christian Reformed Church on this topic.  SCOD evaluated New 
Direction Ministries (www.newdirection.ca) and finds it to be a valuable resource for 
ministering to same-gender-attracted persons.

 
Methodism 

- Defining the Elements of a Methodist Ethos:  A point-form outline of specific 
doctrinal emphases and behaviour patterns that create the ethos of the Methodist 
movement. 

- Entire Sanctification:  An essay on the FMC’s history of seeking to articulate this 
doctrine. 

- Seeing the World Through a Wesleyan Lens:  A discussion of seven characteristics of 
a Wesleyan worldview given in a lecture by Dr. Howard Snyder at his installation as 
Chair of Wesley Studies at Tyndale Seminary. 

 
Ordination 

The following is a set of writings on ordination for FMCIC ordinands to read during a 
time of reflection prior to their ordinations. 
- What is the Meaning of Ordination? 
- Life and Character of an Ordained Minister 
- Dennis Camplin interview on the meaning of ordination 
- Tom Gurnick interview on the meaning of ordination 
- John Vlainic interview on the meaning of ordination  
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Science and Ethics 
- Cloning, Embryonic Stem Cell Research, and Approach to Bioethics:  Explores 

issues related to the use of human embryos for embryonic stem cell research, types of 
cloning and related ethical issues that arise for Christians.  

- End of Life Care:  A one-page collection of statements on “preparation for death” 
issues. 

- Organ and Tissue Donation:  A one-page exploration of organ donation issues with a 
brief bibliography. 

 
Social Issues 

- Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Policy:  A protocol for the prevention of sexual abuse 
of children is available for each province where the FMCIC has churches. 

- Compassion and the Poor:  An introduction to a helpful bibliography on the theology 
and practice of ministry to the needy through the local church. 

- Human Rights:  This document provides a useful bibliography to explore the question 
of the role of the Christian in relationship to human rights issues and provides 
information that can be useful for people at risk. 

- Social Justice:  A discussion of the “both/and” emphasis of personal transformation 
and participation in social justice that is decidedly Wesleyan. 

- The Environment:  An exploration of the topic of the environment from a Wesleyan 
perspective.  (“Care for the environment is really an expression of true worship of 
the Creator.”) 

 
Theological Issues 

- Baptism and Dedication:  A helpful exploration of infant baptism versus infant 
dedication 

- Divine Healing:  A posting of the FMCIC statement on divine healing from 
paragraph 630.1.4 in The Manual of The Free Methodist Church in Canada. 

- Open Theism:  This introduces the reader to materials advocating and critiquing 
Open Theism. 

- The Security of Believers:  A brief Free Methodist perspective on this doctrine. 
 
Women in Ministry  

- Women in Ministry (FMCNA, FMCIC):  A brief outline of the FMC’s stance on this 
issue. 

- Wesleyan Perspectives on Women in Ministry:  An exploration of biblical teaching 
on women in ministry from a Wesleyan perspective. 

 
 

5. On-going Projects 
 
• The 2007 U.S. SCOD report presented a well-written section on human sexuality.  This 

material will be studied with a view to reordering the material in Chapter 6 of The 
Manual of the FMCIC. 

 
• More work needs to be done on identifying “Principles to Guide Ethical Decisions” to 

help the church as it faces new ethical challenges in the modern world. 
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• Women in Ministry—while we celebrate the progress that has already been made, 
more work needs to be done to discern and respond to barriers that continue to 
restrict the full involvement of women in the ministry and leadership of the church. 

 
• Issues related to Christian Marriage – in consultation with The Evangelical 

Fellowship of Canada (EFC), study needs to be done on the question of 
discrimination against widows/widowers who re-marry, and on the future roles of 
the church and state with respect to solemnizing marriages. 

 
• Guidance on the Availability of Scholarship Funds from Secret Societies – a 

request was received from the official board of a congregation requesting that The 
Manual give principled guidance on the question of whether Free Methodists can 
accept scholarships offered by secret societies (e.g. Shriners, Eastern Star, etc.)  
Work will need to be done on this. 

 
6. Conclusion 
 

There are no formal recommendations for the General Conference to consider, but it is the 
committee’s deep desire that the materials being provided on the website will serve the 
Church well – those from within our movement that are looking for guidance and resources 
for further exploration of issues, and those from outside the FMCiC who come to our website 
seeking to understand dimensions of our movement’s worldview. 
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